2005 glel @ylel qali sy dbigl o2 553 "'Y

(oly)

B LESS A g ape

200y ANNUAC REPORT

A MESSAGE FROM BLESS USA

dydball sLigaoll poliys e BLESS USA go dlluy

|imagine being faced with a choice of paying for your medication or | L s gl o G LAY 4al 5 8 ol Jas

putting food on the table for your family. Imagine being forced to
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choose berween chemotherapy treaiments and paying your monthly | " 33 13 LIS da sy s 5 s sl g3al

rent for one year  These are the choices that many of our Brethren
are faced with due to the expensive costs of health care and the inac-
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Blessed Reverend Fathers and beloved Brethren. friends of BCLESS USA.

The peace. love and mercy of our Cord Jesus Christ be with us all. 1
would like to congratulate vou. my beloved. on the arrival of the
blessed season of Cent. in which we must tast and pray with true repen-
tance from the depths of our hearts. Come near to God and JHe will
come near to you (James 4:8). May the Cord grant us the spiritual
vitality of His feasts as well as the true life of repentance.

cessibility of medical insurance in Egypt. Payment for most surgeries
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and treatments are often far beyond even a middle class individual's | ¥ e 3= 358 dmall claldl 5 daljall el
means. As a result, many people are not able to seek the treatment | (e (g xS amy LI} A lent (s gl il o

and medication that they need. In many e AU Al e ) e Jpasll
instances Brethren are unable to afford med- Medical Assistance ol sa) i ¥ Jla! el i
ications that could cure or prevent a minor Ny )J s . A
health issue from escalating into a life threat- =i T S Jead e
ening illness. 4,000,000 oA e Lot 5 Al sal) LS
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T he BLESS Medical Assistance Program is 1,000,000 ol BAY Bl Al claliay)
designed to fulfill this urgent need by provid- Aol Bde 5 gl i o
ing the Brethren of the Lord with the med- 2004 2005 e S P
ications and treatments that are essential to Cones Hele o e At
their well-being. The Medical Assistance (o st e sl pa i
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overwhelming demand on its services and resources. Each year this
dire need is reflected by the amount of funding allocated to this pro-
gram alone. In 2005, BLESS distributed nearly 39% of the total aid
received to the Medical Assistance Program. Of that amount, a
majority of the aid was allotted towards Hepatitis treatments,
Multiple Sclerosis treatments and for providing various medications.
Clearly, medical treatment is a necessity, not a luxury, that must be

provided for all who need it.
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MEDICAL ASSISTANCE L.E. DisTRIBUTED | CAsEs HELPED | % OF TOTAL Akl el

Hepatitis Treatments 797,103.00 234 26.46% |yl oS T SV 23
Multiple Scelerosis Treatments 660,685.40 15 21.93% "Multiple Scelerosis” k|
Medications 563,309.70 2,558 18.70% Ao st VLS4
Chronic llnesses 474,600.00 491 15.75% Tiade oaled ade el
Surgeries & Related Fees (e.g. hospital Gy lan s clile ol al
lexpenses & medications) 244,918.50 373 8.13% Gy
Kidney Dialyses 185,778.00 324 6.17% G Q3 s 73
[Tests & Xerays 62,769.15 274 2.08% ey Jallad
Cancer Treatments 10,768.50 98 0.36% Sl SV 73k
Care for orphans the edery and psy- 5,960.00 . 0179% s Gy oS e
chiatric patients Oty
Prescription Eyeglasses 2,895.00 48 0.10% Tk ol
Blood Tr 2,750.00 7 0.09% |
Hemophilia Treatments 1,560.00 1 0.05% Wi e g2 e Vs £

OTAL 3,012,390.25 4,291 Ll i paddl iy jme e

My beloved. I would also like to express my gratitude for the generos:
ity and kindness of hearr thar vou have shown and continue ro show
toward your brothers and sisters in Eqypt in need ~ the Brethren of the
Cord,

Through vour profound love. we received $829.000.00 (2751340
CE) from BCESS USA in 2005. An additional $517.25380
(2.983.312.80 CE.) was received trom sources other than BCESS USA.
In all. through the grace of God. the BCESS Agape Charity
Department was able o distribute $1.346.25380 (776465250 CE)
n 2005. representing an lncrease of $200954.00 (1L159.023.60 CE.)

from the previous year. The contributions recetved were dispensed to
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the brethren of the Cord through the programs of the BLESS Agape sl g
Charity Department. as outlined in the following report.
po gy Lyl
Bishop Vouannes o
General Bishop and Secretary of H.H. Pope Shenouda il [LIN R R E E WE R WP )
AGAPE CHARITY PROGRAM DISTRIBUTION™
[ 138,150.00
| 251,359.00 ® Family Assistance Program, 14.3%
01108,860.00 O Education, 8.2%
W83,211.75
R 0178,595.00 [ Marriage Expense Assistance, 26%
022,085.00 B Aid to Sudan, 2.7%
B Housing, 1.1%
02,015,730.00
O Underdevelopment Projects, 1.8%
W Emergency Fund, 3.2%
[ Roofing, 1.4%
3,012,390.25 8 Outresch, 2.5%
[ 638,086.80 0O Assistance for people with Disabilities, 0.3%|
W Medical Assistance, 38.8%
M 1,108,550.00
“Note: Distribution of aid noted in Egyptian Pounds (L.E.)

BLESS USA is an official nonprofit charity organization of the Coptic Orthodox Church and is located at the Coptic Orthodox Archdiocese of North America.
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MARRIAGE EXPENSE ASSISTANCE

Aids young women in meeting marriage-
related expenses.

FAMILY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

Supports families living under the poverty
line who are facing additional financial
hardship due to the death, absence, or ill-
ness of the head of household

EpucaTionN

Assists students with the significant expens-
es associated with every level of education,
consisting largely of fees, books, supplies,
and uniforms.

EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE

Obperates as a relief fund in instances where
the Brethren of the Lord require immediate
aid for expenses such as debts, rent, utilities,
and emergency repairs.

ASSISTANCE FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES

Assists both physically and mentally handi-
capped  individuals, offering services  that
include the provision of prostheses as well
as a variety of medical equipment including
wheel chairs, hearing aids, crutches, etc...
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OUTREACH

This program seeks out individuals — particu-
larly the sick and elderly — who may not have
family or friends to assist them or even call
attention to their needs. BLESS field servants
will visit the person and provide any one of a
variety of types of assistance including medical
care, hygiene education, housing restoration,
or food distribution.

ASSISTANCE FOR THE UNDERDEVELOPED

Assists families through vocational and job
training in an effort to contend with the sig-
nificant rates of unemployment. In addition
to providing such training, the program also
occasionally offers the capital and resources
necessary for establishing an income-gener-
ating business.

Housing

Assists members of the Coptic community
suffering from the Egyptian housing shortage
crisis in an effort to avoid such negative side
effects as mixed housing.

ROOFING

Repairs and restores roofs in several rural
villages throughout Egypt including Abd El
Mesih Manor in Deir-Moas, Deir EI Malak
village in Mallawee, Eldierozayet in Elfashn,
Deir Elmaymoun village in Beni-Swief,
Abou-Homra village in Elbehaira, Kafr-
Sleman Awad village in Elsharkia and Labib
Sleman village in Elbehaira.

AID TO SUDAN

Provides various forms of assistance to the
Coptic community in Sudan.

PO. Box 384 Cedar Grove, NJ 07009

Tel: 973.857.4299

Fax: 973.857.6300

wwwblessusa.org

e-mail: info@blessusa.org
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